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I f you have not already done so, send your  subscr iption to Tony now, his address is on the form. 
 
Since the last newsletter, we have had a stand at the Heavy Horse Show and the Honey Show has taken 
place. For the former, we were lucky to have beautiful weather and sales of honey went well, again 
helped by the tasters provided. Many members helped on the stand, but one who deserves a special 
mention is Jim Grierson. Early in the morning he selects suitable combs, including a queen, from one of 
his hives and puts them into the observation hive and brings it to the show. This feature always attracts a 
lot of visitors to the stand. When the show is over, he puts the combs back in the hive so he has quite a 
long day. Many thanks to everyone who helped, but especially Jim. It seems unlikely that we will repeat 
this event again since we were inadvertently treading on the toes of two members of Sevenoaks branch 
understood by the organiser to be candle makers and so apparently not conflicting with us. 
 
This time, the Honey Show was in the large hall at West Wickham and Jim Grierson and Gordon 
Harradine had produced a long banner hung between the trees and visible from the main road to publicise 
the show. Greg Snell had also done a lot to inform the public and helped with Peter Bashford to organise 
it. Some craft stalls had been included to increase the attractions. These efforts paid off because the hall 
was quite crowded in the afternoon. 
Possibly not so many members exhibited compared to last year, but they were very successful. Pride of 
place must go to Clare with Firsts for her Honey Fruit Cake and Honey Chocolate Cake, a Second for her 
Honey Sweetmeats and a Third for her Honey Flapjacks. As a result she won the Trenear Trophy and 
Bromley’s Confectionary Cup. Following closely behind was Helen with Firsts for Her Honey Biscuits, 
Honey Sweetmeats and Honey Lemon Curd, a Third for her Honey Chocolate Cake and a VHC for her 
Honey Fruit Cake (either I have got this wrong or I don’ t understand the marking system). Not to be 
outdone, Dennis won a First for his Item of Beekeeping equipment – a solar extractor similar to the one 
he made for the Apiary, and a HC for his Novice Class honey. He therefore won the Festival Cup and 
they both won the Wyevale Cup, of which I had never heard and which doesn’ t appear in the list of 
awards! 
Greg obtained Firsts for his Section of Comb Honey and his Honey Flapjacks, was Second for his entry 
for the Eddie Freeman Cup, was awarded a VHC for his honey in the new class 5A, and Commended for 
his Honey Fruit Cake. He won the Orpington Cup. Finally, Kit was awarded a VHC for his Light Honey 
and a HC for his Medium Honey, which gave him the Dr. Courteney Lord Cup – a repeat of last year. 
The winner of the new class 5A gets a complete National Hive, but the entry fee is one pound. John 
Cowen was the recipient this year. 
Sadly, some classes were little supported – there were only three entries in the class for candles and these 
were all moulded, two for the cake of beeswax, one in the gift beeswax blocks, and there were only four 
bottles of mead on show. 
On the positive side, there was full page cover in the News Shopper with photographs including Dennis 
and Greg, and the judge Francis Capener said the standard of entries was very high. 
 

 
 

 

Kit presents awards to Clare, Dennis and Greg, whilst Peter Bashford is on hand. 
Don’ t forget the National Honey Show from October  21-23rd at the RAF Museum. 
 



                                                                                  Frank 
                                                                                                                                               PTO…. 
PS.  Following the death of Marjorie Trenear, Tony Trinick took charge of the following items 
which were part of the stand we used then. He would very much like to get rid of them, so if they 
are of use to you, please give him a ring: 
 2 wooden trestle tables 
 2 wooden pallet floors 
 Purpose-built stall with fittings etc. 
 Small wooden pair of steps 
 
PPS. Jim Grierson tells me that the Food Programme at 12.30pm on BBC Radio 4 next Sunday, 
October 3rd, will include an item on Honey Laundering which may cover the same subject matter 
that was in last month’s newsletter. The programme is repeated at 4.00pm on Monday the 4th, 
again on Radio 4. 
 
    


