
Bromley Bee News Monthly Update 
Published by the Bromley 

Beekeepers 
Welcome to the October 2004 issue of Bromley News. 

Mike Oliver has written a series of witty articles about his beekeeping experiences which we are 
please to publish here. Visit the branch website to view a much bigger newsletter with coverage of 
our honey show and more. 

Internet Resources 
Apis-UK September issue No.28 prints to 31 sides of A4. Contents: Editorial; Beekeeping 
news; Bee press; Research News; Articles: Bee sense and sensibility (part 5 of 5) Ian Rumsey. 
Breed your own queens Mike Oliver. Bee venom; Poem of the Month; Recipe of the Month Honey 
bee brains, radish juice and honey; Fact File Commerce in honey; Historical Note Honey in 
healing; Readers Letters: David Mattichak, Charles Frederic Andros, Michael R Smith, Muna 
Salloum, Peter Mcfadden; Diary of events; Quote of the Month and more. Total D/L 309KB. 
http://www.beedata.com/apis-uk/newsletters04/apis-uk0904.htm 
 
Steven Turner  

Bromley and Orpington Honey Show 2004 report from Peter Bashford  

Trophy Results and Prizes 
Total number of entrants ( 25) Consisting of ( 16) Bromley ( 6) Orpington ( 3) Ashford ( 0) Others 
Total number of entries ( 112) Consisting of ( 64) Bromley ( 29) Orpington ( 19) Ashford Total 
number of awards ( 83) The Blue Ribbon was awarded to S Turner for the best exhibit in the show. 
The Bromley Branch cup was awarded to M Emptage for the highest number of points in the show 
( 33). The Bromley gift class trophy was awarded to J Cowan & M Emptage for highest points in 
classes 17 & 18 gift. The Bromley wax cup was awarded to D Cowan for highest points in classes 11 
& 12 wax. The Bromley Novice Cup was awarded to M Emptage For the best novice honey. The 
Jack Holt Trophy was awarded to J Cowan for the Bromley member with the highest points in 
honey classes. The Ralph Thompsom Trophy was awarded to P Bond & A Ashby for the most 

Bromley Beekeepers at Foal Farm July 2004 
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points by Bromley member in comb classes. The freeman Mazer was awarded to T Winks for 
highest points in mead classes by Bromley member. The Bromley Cake Trophy was awarded to D 
Cowan for the best honey cake by Bromley member. The Eddie Freeman cup was awarded to P 
Bond for the highest points in class 20. The Eric Hood Cup was awarded to T Winks & S Turner 
the winners of classes 1 & 2. The Orpington Cup was awarded to G Snell for highest points in 
classes 1-18 ( not mead classes). The Dr Courtenay Lord Challenge Cup was awarded to C Erhardt 
for the best extracted honey by Orpington member. A Drinking Horn presented by Mr & Mrs 
Greenwood was not won this year for best mead by Orpington member. The Festival Cup was 
awarded to D & H Blakeley for the Orpington novice classes. The Alan D Simmons Memorial Cup 
was not won this year for best comb suitable for extraction by an Orpington member. The 
Matthews Memorial plate was not won this year for best wax by an Orpington member. The 
Trenear Trophy was awarded to C Trinick for the highest points in confectionery classes by 
Orpington member. The Wyevale Cup was awarded to D & H Blakeley for the highest points in the 
show. Half gross of honey jars was awarded to M Hill for highest points in classes 17 & 18 ( gift ). 
The Confectionery Cup was awarded to C Trinick for highest points in confectionery classes. John 
Pearce Rose Bowl was awarded to S Turner for highest points in classes 1, 2, 3, 11 & 12. Peter 
Springall Rose bowl was awarded to S Turner for the winner of Blue Ribbon. 

CLASS  1ST  2ND  3RD  VHC  HC  C  

1 LIGHT  T WINKS  
B 
JACKMAN  A MASTERS  

C 
ERHARDT        

2 MEDIUM  S TURNER  J COWAN  A MASTERS  P BOND  
C 
ERHARDT  

M 
EMPTAGE  

3 DARK  S TURNER  J COWAN              
4 
CRYSTALLISED  J COWAN  A MASTERS M HILL           
5 SOFT SET                    
5A MEMBERS 
HONEY  J COWAN  T WINKS  C JOSEPH  G SNELL  

B 
JACKMAN  P BOND  

6 FOR SALE S TURNER  
M 
EMPTAGE  A MASTERS  P BOND  A ASHBY  J COWAN  

7 NOVICE 
HONEY  

M 
EMPTAGE  

D 
EMPTAGE  C JOSEPH  A CLARKE  

D&H 
BLAKELEY     

8 NOVICE WAX                    
9 CUT COMB  G SNELL  A ASHBY              

10 COMB  
H 
KENDALL  P BOND              

11 WAX                    

12 CANDLES  M HILL  
H 
KENDALL  D COWAN           

13 SWEET MEAD    J HENMAN  T WINKS           

14 DRY MEAD  
M 
EMPTAGE     T WINKS           

15 BEE 
EQUIPMENT  

D&H 
BLAKELEY                 

16 BEE 
INTEREST  

R&J SPON-
SMITH  

J 
BASHFORD S TURNER  P BOND  

P 
BASHFORD    

17 GIFT HONEY  
M 
EMPTAGE  S TURNER  B JACKMAN  M HILL        

18 GIFT 
CRYSTALLISED  J COWAN  M HILL              
18A GIFT WAX 
BLOCKS  

H 
KENDALL                 

19 LABEL                    
20 EDDIE 
FREEMAN     G SNELL  P BOND  A MASTERS       

21 UNDER 18 D 
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Apiary News 

It’s now three months since I sat at the keyboard typing these notes. I remember before I retired 
John Farrar saying to me that I would find tomorrow my biggest enemy and it’s quite true. It’s so 
easy to put things off but of course tomorrow never comes as they say. First I must say a great big 
thank you to all of you who took part in my birthday celebrations. I must say it was the best 
birthday I can ever remember and to see you all at Liz and Barry’s house was a wonderful surprise, 
something I will remember always.  

This month you will all be aware sees the National Honey Show. Due to the new venue we have 
been able to return to the customary date of October, let us hope this suits most of the visitors. 
Don’t forget we will need all the help we can get on Tuesday the 19th October. We plan to arrive 
with the equipment at about 3.30 pm as we will be allowed in from 4pm until 7pm. There will be a 
meeting of the Staging Committee at Dorset Road Allotments on Thursday the 14th October at 
3.00pm in order to tie up all the loose ends.  

I trust you have all managed to get your honey off by now and that you have made at least one 
entry in the National which will ensure us taking home the coveted award based on the number of 
branch members making entries. 

Our branch AGM and prize giving will be as usual on the Tuesday the 16th of November at 7.30pm 
in the clubhouse. Those of you who have not paid your subs by then please bring your chequebook 
with you on the night as all subs must be in by the 30th.  

Last Saturday Clive and I visited Dave Harris at his home and you will be pleased to hear that he 
was in better spirits than we have seen him for at least a year. He came out of hospital after what 
is hoped to be his final operation early last week and is really looking forward to being up and 
about in time for next season’s beekeeping. If any of you feel like paying him a visit at his home he 
will be delighted to see you.  

Apiary meetings continue on the first Sunday of each month at 11.45am. I don’t know how long we 
will continue to open the hives, but as long as the bees are flying we can always have a quick look 
in any hive that seems on the quiet side. See you at the National.  

HONEY  EMPTAGE                 
22 JUNIOR ART 
4 - 6                    
22 JUNIOR ART 
7 - 11  

D 
EMPTAGE  L EVANS              

22 JUNIOR ART 
12 -15                    

23 FRUIT CAKE  C TRINICK  D COWAN  P BOND  
M 
EMPTAGE  M SLATER  G SNELL  

24 BISCUITS  
D&H 
BLAKELEY                 

25 
SWEETMEATS  

D&H 
BLAKELEY  C TRINICK              

26 LEMON CURD 
D&H 
BLAKELEY  

R&J SPON-
SMITH              

27 FLAPJACKS  G SNELL  
R&J SPON-
SMITH  C TRINICK  

D&H 
BLAKELEY        

28 CHOCOLATE 
CAKE  C TRINICK  L EVANS  

D&H 
BLACKELEY           

29 PRINT 
PHOTO  

M 
EMPTAGE  

B 
JACKMAN  

P 
BASHFORD           

30 DIGITAL 
PHOTO     

H 
KENDALL              
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Peter Springall 

Member Article 

Some thoughts on the inevitable 
All the stories beekeepers are fond of telling you when you start are true (of course) but one thing 
has certainly proved true in my case. You make lots of mistakes and not all of them as a beginner 
– it only seems they all happen to you in your first year.  

I think I have made most of them in my first year. For example, I left a frame with foundation in 
the back of my car in the very hot weather recently and forgot it until the next afternoon when, 
surprise, surprise, I found the molten wax seeping into the carpet in the boot and one empty 
frame. My smug friend, Mr Springall, said, “Well, at least you won’t do that again.” (I probably 
will.) 

I have learnt to check my colonies more regularly in April and May for signs of overcrowding, etc 
and they still swarmed – again, as somebody said, “they will do, even if you check them daily, give 
them 20 supers and feed them syrup all winter, the ungrateful swine!” Next year – shook swarms. 
I bet my bees will still swarm but at least I will be able to waste another fortune on new frames 
and foundation. 

I got stung to bits – to the great amusement of the club members – when I forgot to smoke supers 
before replacing them. I have left hive tools on brood boxes and closed them up, nearly suffocated 
myself by burning wax soaked cardboard in my smoker, put my bare fingers underneath mesh 
floors and wondered why I got stung and sat on honey covered cardboard – looking decidedly un-
cool walking around with a square of cardboard stuck to the seat of my trousers. My grandson 
loved it! 

The other day I left a frame hanger on a brood box and closed up. (Has anybody else done this?) 
Luckily I spotted the bees sneaking in and out of the gap and had to take it all apart and put it 
together again. Of course, it had to be the colony where there were three well-filled supers and 
since I could not lift all three together without busting my large intestine, I separated them and, 
yes, you guessed it, there were frames stuck to the bottom of the super above, bees all over the 
place, honey flowing like Niagara, AND the smoker went out. Ten minutes later I reassembled a 
different hive and forgot replace the queen excluder! (propped out of sight on the other side of the 
hive, of course.) At least when I frantically put it back and then went through the supers to check 
for her, the queen had not ascended, or had she – no, don’t even think about it. 

At least I am not as unfortunate as poor Lane Miller of Montana who was moving bees from Idaho 
to North Dakota recently, crashed his truck in Bear Trap Canyon with 6 million bees aboard (who 
counted them by the way?) and got stung 20 times. Frankly, 20 out of 6 million is not bad when 
you think about it; in my case it would have been 5,999,999. I thought the strangest part of that 
story was that when the local bee expert Gary Clark arrived with his assistants to clear up the mess 
(Lane being in hospital with a damaged arm) he got stung 60 times. Has this man never heard of 
a bee-suit and gloves? There is something odd about a beekeeper blithely wandering about 
unprotected amongst 6 million distressed bees – not even Bromley beekeepers would do that... I 
think. 

It is a bit disconcerting to think I have years of daft mistakes ahead of me but at least it makes life 
interesting. (I don’t intend to drive truckloads of bees through canyons though.) I am still working 
towards my ambitious goal of 30 hives by Spring 2007, when I retire. I am fortunate enough to 
have found three good out-Apiary sites in my first year and I am currently managing or being 
managed by 8 colonies. 

If you are reading this and saying to yourself, what a twit, I would never do stupid things like that 
– stop, put your first and second fingers together in the form of a cross and wait until the next 
time you do exactly what I do. 
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Mike Oliver 

Diary Dates 

21st-23rd October 2004 - National Honey Show at Hendon. Opening times differ, consult 
website www.honeyshow.co.uk 

Sunday 7th November 11:45am - The branch afternoon apiary meeting. Beekeeping 
demonstrations and hive management if the weather permits. Tea and biscuits provided.  
 
Tuesday 16th November 2004 - Bromley branch AGM and awards evening starts at 
7.30pm.  

Sunday 5th December 11:45am - The branch afternoon apiary meeting. Beekeeping 
demonstrations and hive management if the weather permits. Tea and biscuits provided. 
 
For more information 
Peter Springall 020-8690-3906 Mobile: 07779 970104  
Email: ps@zbee.com  
Tom Winks Chairman 020-8777-3144  
Clive Watson 020-8658-3786  
Steven Turner (editor) 020-8698-0313 Email: crow@zbee.com  
Visit our website: www.kentbee.com/bromley  
 
Advertisements 
(free to members or £10.00 for non-members) 

FOR SALE BEST OFFERS - Langstroth brood bodies (3) including one with made up frames, 
Supers (8) of which many are still in their original Thorne's packs. Wax foundation for the above 
and some home made floors and roofs. Moving to France forces sale. Contact William Parker 
wlp@ntlworld.com 

FREE to person who will collect - One National Hive (stand, deep brood box, two supers, roof) 
and one nucleus box. All a bit cobwebby! No bees. Contact Cecilia weekends only 020-8778-7776 
chilly@mmm.com 
 
David Harris  
Is now an approved Thorne agent able to supply all beekeeping needs at a discount. 49 
Shawbrooke Road , Eltham SE9 6AL . A telephone call before calling is much appreciated 020-
8850-7826 Website: www.busybusybee.demon.co.uk 

 Back | Click here to print this page Page updated October 19, 2004  
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